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IX, Extra&s of feVeral Letters from Mr. Edward 
Lhwyd, (M.A.) late J^eeper of the Aftimolean 
Mufesm, in Oxford, to Dr. Rich* Richardibn, 
(M. T>.) of North Bierly in Yorkshire 5 contain 
mg Observations in Natural Hiftory and Antiqui 
ties) made in bis Travels thro* Wales and Scot 
land. Communicated by Dr. Hans Sloane, % S, 

Oxford, Novemb; 24. 1696. 

THE next Day after we -parted [at lOpel Khigl 
I found plenty of the Biftarta, and the Najlurtium 
ptraum-oi John/on, and I think a new Plant in the fmall 
Lake of Phjnnon -tJ.rtck, where the Subnlaria grew. I 
fent Roots of the Bifiorta and NafinrtiuMy both to the 
D. of Beaufort's and to this Phy(ic Garden 5 hut whether 
they live or no I know nof ? having riot been 3 r et in 
Mr. Bebart's Garden.... I met with feveral rare Plants in 
other Places 3 as Ecbinm marinnm J; li. Afparagm fylvejlr* 
Eruc a marina 5 Emca fylveftris taciniata lute a 5 Dulcamara 
marina ^Tithy malm maris. Beta marina^ 8ce in Gaernar- 
v§n(tnre and Angle fey : Jlnd in Memonydhjfrire- 1 found 
good ftore of our Snowdon Plants at Kader Idris? and 
Baljamina htmm the High Iload near a Place called 
Gapel Begla In South Wales I found feveral Plants com- 
mon, which 1 had never feen in North Waks ^ foch as 
Eruca Jylveflrk^ common on the Wa! ? s of their Towns 
and Caftles^ Affknium fGeUrmh 00cm . Centanrenm In* 
imm jterftliatHmj} JLinnm fjilvejlre 5 * Fagw 7 8cc. in Pern* 
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hrokfhin: I met with two, which I fufpeQ: for new, 
viz* a TriPoliuM, and an AnthjUis teguminofa fupna % fiore 
- c&ceineo. 

Amongft feveraS others, I found one large Cryftal a- 
bovQ.Pkynnon TJrhh about 7 Inches long, and as thick as 
my Wrift. In Monmouthjhire I met with large petrifyed 
Vertebra and feme few formed Stones in each County : 
But I employed tfce greareft part of my time in copy- 
ing Infer ir:-iions D taking Catalogues of Welfti Manu- 



Chefftow m Mof/mouthjhire, May ig, 1697, 

INCE my coming from Oxford^ I fpent $ or 4 Days 
in die Coal-Pits of the Fofeft of Dean $ where I 
found (I think) all your Capillaries, befides fome other 
new Plants, three or four whereof are here figured 5 
together with two Species of JJiropodium gathered on 
the Severn Shoar ? the only Rarities of the kind, I fup- 
pofc, that have been difcover'd. • I doubt not but (as 
you fa\) the Coal Plants have been obferved by the 
■Workmen, long fince, tho* they efcated the Notice of 
Natura ; ifts f who till this laft'Centnry contented them- 
felves with bare reading and fcribling Paper. I find it 
well known to all oar Country Colliers by the Name of 
Carreg Redynog y u e. the Ferny Stone 5 and one Mr WiU 
liamst Archdeacon of Cardigan,, who is a Per ton very 
curious and ingenious, told roe he had obferved much 
oner Patterns 25 Years fince in the Coal Pits of Glamor- 
ganfhire than feme that I (hewed film. The whole 
Brakfin that -Kir km an mentioned was 1 noble Curiofity ■; 
We law none fuch in the Pored ^ the' we found them 
nn;ch larger mm thole you feot. The Stalks of Fern 
and Hartstongue I think we often met with, but cannot 
(ay we faw.any Roots. Indeed I know not well whe- 
ther 
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ther the Impreflions of the Stalks might be eafiiy diftitv 
guifh'd from tbofe of the Roots, We alfo often met 
with the membranaceous fubftance of Leaves $ and per- 
haps one or two of thefe Figures I fend jou are the re- 
prefentations of fome Flowers. 

TAB. I. Fig. 1. AftropodiHM fnrcatum : five ftella ma- 
tins Magellanic^ Radii lapidei. 

Fig* 2. Ajlropodittff* ramulojum : five (idU arbor efcemis 
Virgulium lafideum* 

Fig. ^ Hexapetalon carbon avium. 

Fig. 4. Radiatula, &c. An Flos cujufdam Chryfanthemi £ 

Fig. 5. PhyHitis tri folia. 

Fig. 6. Abittis^ an fotius Lycopodij cujufdam ramnlm ? 

Narberth, Pembrokjfiire, June 19. 1698. 

I Have been very kiquifitive about Coynsofthe Princes 
of Wales fince I began this Undertaking, but could 
never fee one of them 3 tho* the Bifhop of Bangor (who 
is very well skill'd in Britifh Antiquities) told me a Re- 
lation of his kept one ot Lhyrvdyn 'ab lorwerth*, who was 
cotemporary with Richard I and JL John, io his Pocket 
feveral Years, and (hewed it many of the Btiliops Ac- 
quaintance, {till living, who confirm it. By the Princes- 
of Wales- I understand the Britijh Princes from K. Kad* 
waladr about the Year 600. to the lad Prince Lhtwdyn 
ap Gruffydb about the Year 1280. I have found feveral 
of the more ancient Britijh Coyns ^ whereof you fee di- 
vers Figures in Camden. My Friend Mr Nicholfon quotes 
Qsfar for the Britons having no Coyns 5 whereas on il 
contrary C<efar'$Wovd$ate,Nttnmo ntuntur parvo et en to 
Nor can I ice any reafon to doubt of BritiJIt Coyns of 
all forts of Metal, till he or fome other inform whofe 
Goyns tbofe are which Mr Camdm and other Writers' 
*ake to be Britijh* 
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The Druid Beads are generally Gla& Since the laft 
lition of Camden I have meet with 2 or ^ of them, 
that had a Snake manifeftly painted round thern : So 
that I take it for granted, the OvaAnguina of the Britijh 
Druids were thefe Glafs Beads 3 tho* thofe of the Gaulijh 
were the Shells of the Echini orbicuhti hiiclavly 



Hay in Brecon, Sept \$. 1698. 
E fearched this Summer the high Mountain by 

Brecnock, called 2" Vann uwch deni^ but found 
nothing in it -new, nor any great variety of rare Plants* 
The moO: choice were Sedum Alpinum ericoides, in abun- 
dance 5 Argemone luted 5 Rhodia Radix 5 Mufcus cujtref- 
fformkj and about half a dozen more of the common 
Smwdon Plants. Lyfimachia Cham&mrion di$a is a com* 
man Plant (by the Name of Lhyji<?r Milvpr, i. e, Herba 
militarist in the Meadows through all the upper Parts 
of this County, We alfo met with Sorhs legitime and 
Sorbus tormindk (grown to as great a height as the Or- 
vus) neither of which had ever occord before in Wales. 
But of all thefe Topical Plants i was furprifed at none 
fo much as the Capillus Veneris mrus growing very plen- 
tifully out of a marly Incroftattoo, both at BarrylQmd 
and Vev?h Kirig in Glamorganjhirey and out of no other 
Matter 5 and alfo that Gnaphdium majus Amerhannm 
fbould grow on the Banks of Rymny River (which runs 
^kc'&cther over Iron Stone) for the fpace of at leaft 12 
Mik*, beginning near the Fountain-head in a Mountain 
of this County 3 and yet not a Plant of it to be feen 
eliewh^e throughout Wales. In a great Lake called 
Uhyn 'Savadhan I found a pellucid Plant I had never met 
with before;- The Leaves are extraordinary thin and 
tranfparent, in form not unlike imall Dock Leases 5 buc 
the middle Rib is continued beyond the extremity, To 

thai: 
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that each Leaf has a foft Prickle at the end : By which 
Note I hope you will be able to. tell me what it is. We 
found there alfo the Hippnrk faxea, and two elegant 
forts of fmall Leeches, which I fuppofe not defcribM. 

The Limeltone of this County affords faiall Qlojfopetrs 
and Siliquaftra j but they are but very fcarce in compa- 
rifon of the quantity found in Oxfordshire, Northampton- 
/hire, Be>ks, &c. The moft confiderable Rarities it -affords 
are Fayrk Caufwayt, which I call fo in imitation of their 
Giants Caufway in Ireland, ft liceat magnis componere parva : 
for whereas theirs may be half a Mile long 5 ours feldom 
exceed 3 Foot, Our Lime Quarries yield two or three 
Bodies congenerous with it, tho' of a very different 
Form 5 and perhaps a!! may he referable to the Coral- 
line Gaffe, which is the flcond in my Catalogue. 

TAIL L Fig. 7. A green Adders Bead, adorn'd with 
Snakes Skeleton's of a Citrine colour. 

Fig. .8. A black Adders Bead, adorn'd with 9 fmali 
Snakes or cornua Ammonis of a whirifh blew. 

r 

Fig. 9. An Adders Bead refemhling Cherry-tree Gum,, 
adom'd with a Snake chequer'd of blew and white* 



Linlithgow in Scotland, Decemb. 17. 1699. 

N this Kingdom our Travels in the High-Lands were 
through Cantire, Argyle, and Lorn, befide the liles of 
Mac y Chormh\ Mai, andjy Columh Ktl - 7 . and in jhe 
Low-Lands through GUfgow, Sterlings and Edenhrougk, 
In die High-Lands we found the People every where 
civil enough 5. and had doubtlefs fped better as to our 
Enquiries, had we had the Language more perfrft. 

We met ith feveral Infcriptions, but none of them 
Rommj nor ^cleed ancient : However, we copied all 
we met of Two hundred Years (lauding, &c* for the 
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lake of the Orthography of the lrifi Names, which are 
writ differently from what is now ufuah 

We alfo took Figures ot Tome Variety of their Broaches^ 
or Silver and Brafs FibuU ufed by the Women to clafp 
their Ktleriv, a Garment anfwering our Nightrails. 

But what we were moft diverted with, was their 
Variety of Amulets 3 many of which (if not all) were 
certainly ufed by the Druids, and fo have been hand- 
ed down from Parents to Children ever fince* Some of 
thefe may be rendered in Englijh, 1* Snake~button. 2. 
Cock^k nee Stone. $*Toad-fione. 4. Snail-Jlone. 5. Mole- 
ftone. 6. Shomr-ftone 3 and 7. Elf-*rrovp. 

1. The Snake-button is the fame defcribed in the Notes 
on Denbigh/hire in Camden, by the Name of Adder-Beads: 
But there are of thefe great Variety, as to Colotir and 
Ornament 5 infomuch, that betwixt Wales and the High* 
Lands, I have lecn at leaft fifty differences of them. 
In Ireland, though they are tenacious enough of all old 
Cuftoms, I could hear nothing of them : So I conclude, 
that either the hip had no Druids, or that their want 
of Snakes fruftrated their advancing that Impoftnre a- 
mongft the People : But there were but a few Places 
where we inquired ; and perhaps we may hereafter hear 
of them in other Parts of that Kingdom. Not only the 
Vulgar, but even Gentlemen of good Education 
throughout all Scotland, are fully perfwaded the Snakes 
make them, though they are as plain Gials as any in 
a Bottle. 

2. The Cock-knee Stone is an Echinites file aim minor, 
of Flint ^ which they firmly believe to be fometimes 
found in the Knees of old Cock ; and a Fellow m Mul 
protefted to me ( though I was never the nearer believ- 
ing him) that he had with his own Hands taken one of 
them out of a Cock's Knee ; and named two or three 
ethers who had done the like. 

3. The 
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j-.. The Toad-Jltwe is fame Pebie, remarkable ior its 
Shapi* and fometimes variety of Colours. This is pre- 
fumed to prevent the burning of a Houfe, and the link- 
ing of a Boat: And if a Commander in the Field has 
one of them about him, he will either be fare to win 
the Day, or all his Men (hall fairly dye on the 
fpofc 

4. The Smil-ftom is a final I hollow Cilinder of blue 
Glafs t compofed of four or fire Annulets ; So that as 
to Form and Size it refembles a midling Entrochus. 
This, amongft; others of its myfterious Virtues, cures 
Sore Eyes. 

5. the Mote-Jioms are Rings of blueGlafs, annulated 
as the aforefaid Snail Stones. 

6. They have the OmbrU pellucid^ ( which are Cryftal 
Balls, or Hemifpheres, or depreffed Ovals) in great E- 
fteem for curing of Cattle 5 and Tome on May Day pu£ 
them into a Tub of Water, and befprinkle all their Cattle 
with that. Water, to prevent being Eif-ftruck, bewitch'd, 
&c. And 

7. As to this Elfijlricking) their Opinion is 9 that the 
Fairies f having not much Power- themfelves to hurt A- 
nimal Bodies; do fometimes carry away Men in the Air, 
and furnilbing them with Bows and Arrowy employ 
them to (hoot Men, Cattle, dv. I doubt nor but you 
have often feen of thofe Arrow-Heads they aferibe to 
Elfs or Fairies : They are juft the fame chip'd Flints the 
Natives of New England head their Arrows with at this 
Day 5 and there are aifo feveral Stone Hatchets found in 
this Kingdom, not unlike thofe of the Americans. I 
never heard of thefe Arrow-heads nor Hatchets in Wales 5 
and therefore would gl ,d!y be informed whether you 
have ever heard of their being found in England. Thefe 
Elf Arrow-heads have hot been ufed as Amulets above 
thirty or forty Years 5 but the ufc of the reft is imme- 
morial: Whence I gather they were not invented for 

© 3 * Charms, 
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Charms, bat were once ufed in (hooting here, as they 
are dill in America. The moft Curious, as well as the 
Vulgar throughout this Country, are fatisfied they often 
drop out of the Air, being (hot by Fairies, and relate 
many fnftances of it $ but for my part I muft crave 
leave to fufpend my Faith, until! I lee one of them 
defccnd. 

Near Glafcorv we found two Foffils tato genere new : 
One refembling fmall Joynts of a Lobfter's Arm, but 
much longer 3 the other fomewhat like large Glojfapetr^ 
or perhaps like the Macro of a Pinna, marina. Thefe 
figur'd Stones are found there in an Iron ftone, though 
I never faw them in that kind of Matter in Wales. We 
found both Shells and Entrochi gone off to that Sub- 
fiance, having changed their Matter and much of their 
Shape* 

Near the fame Town fearching for thefe Foffils, I 
found in themidftot the Lime-ftone feme Cochlits com- 
posed of Flint i but Conchiu of Spar, gone off io far 
from the (hope of Shells, as hardly to be known, were 
k not from others in the fame Place retaining their Shape 
more entirely. 

The Principal of the College fhew'd us Stones, he had 
lately procured for the Library 5 having Roman Infcrip- 
tions. Thefe we copied, and feveral others elfewhere 
of the fame Date 3 wnereof feme are printed in Camden 
(tho not very -correctly) and others not yet pubhGi'd. 
They keep thefe Stones at GUfcow very carefully in the 
Library 5 and the Principal was daily expecting two or 
three more that had been promifed him. 

Mr. SoHtherliind gave me Specimens of the Cham£peri* 
cljmenHM) Adianthum acroflicon^ and Pyrola Aljines flore 
JLur&p*a. I had nothing for him in exchange, but Sam- 
ples of the Vitis ld£a foljs Myrtinis crifpfc Meretti, to- 
gether with forne of the Berries. This I found plenti- 
fully lor koaie Miles togerher in that —■ and of Af»/, 

next 
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next to Ey Columb KiL Tis very different fVom the 
common Vitis Idda fempervirens fruUn rubra 5 being a lar- 
ger Plant, much more branched $ the Leaves of a crips'd 
Surface, and the Berries (which as they told me it retains 
all the Year; liker unto thofe of Holly. Going up one of 
the high Hills of Mul we found Rhodia Radix 5 Pes Cat* 5 
Cotyledon hirjvt. Vaccinia rubra. ; Sedan* Alp* trifido folio 3 
and (which i had never fe^n grow fpontaneouily) Al- 
ckimilla Alf*na qurnquefolici. We found in this Ifland a 
curious tucus arborcus with a ruffi'd Stalk, whereof we 
took a Figure. 
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X. An Abridgement of a BooJ^ intitPd^ A Defcription 
of the (plague^ which happened in the Royal City of 
Dantzick, in the Tear 1709. Written in High- 
Dutch by Dr. John Chriftoph. Gottwald, and 
Communicated by Dr.Joh. Phil. Breynius^ as the 
bejl Account of that Difiemper there fublijb'd. Trait* 
fated by C. J. Spregnell, M.D. 

PART. I. Containing an Hi (lor teal Relatim of the Plague. 

1 H I S dangerous and pernicious Diftemper has now 
reignM for feme Years in many Cities, Towns, 
and Villages of "the Kingdom of Poland^ where it has 
fwept away a vaft Number of Inhabitants, and has even 
left fome Places quite defolate. As I have been credibly 
inform' d, it firft began near Pinczow or Pik&ow in the 
Year 1702* foon after the unfortunate Battle between the 
Saxons and Swedes. The next Year it appeaVd here and 
there towards Cracow and Buffia, and had already caufed 
great Mortality near the Hungarian Mountains, called 
Crapickj till it went Ealtward to the Upper Volhitm^ 
and again Weftward to Lemberg. 

In 




